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A chara

| refer to correspondence received in connection with the above. Outlined below are heritage-
related observations/recommendations co-ordinated by the Development Applications Unit
under the stated headings

Archaeology
It is noted that the current draft builds on previous plans and continues to include robust

policies and objectives addressing the entire spectrum of archaeological heritage in the
county; terrestrial, riverine, intertidal and underwater. It is also noted that the current draft
sits at the 'local' tier of planning policy and is consistent with the objectives of national and
regional level planning policies, as well as the Tipperary County Development Plan 2022-
2028, as outlined in the Written Statement.

2.3 A Framework for Investment

The Department wishes to draw your attention to an additional Funding Programme that is
available from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, namely the
Community Monuments Fund. Three streams of funding are available from the Department
for administration by the Local Authority to help owners and custodians of archaeological
monuments to safeguard them into the future.

More information on the Community Monuments Fund can be found here:

https://www.qgov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.qov.ie/276677/bb5eb062-6370-47ea-ac76-
00d28088833b.pdf#tpage=null
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2.5 Policy and Obijectives

‘Policy 2.1 Require the retrofitting of existing structures on brownfield sites, unless it is
demonstrated that retrofitting is unfeasible, or redevelopment of the site would provide
positive carbon impact through the re-design, construction and use stages of a new building,
compared with retrofitting - having due regard to the need to conserve protected structures,
historic fabric generally, and protected species of biodiversity value.’

The Department advises that the text of this policy should include ‘archaeological
monuments’. You may wish to refer to the Department’'s ‘Climate Change Sectoral
Adaptation Plan for Built and Archaeological Heritage’ (2019).

More information can be found here:

https://www.qgov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/246863/2660361a-6b77-4b58-b040
aea8fd960606.pdf#page=null

You may also wish to refer to the Department’s ‘Improving Energy Efficiency in Traditional
Buildings Guidance for Specifiers and Installers’ (2023).

More information can be found here:

https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/279129/adb2c10d-86d7-4632-8368-
65faba79ad22.pdf#page=null

3. 6 Protecting and Enhancing the Historic Core

The Department notes that the historic core of the town is a recorded monument that is
subject to statutory protection in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) established
under section 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1930-2014: RMP TS085-004-
--- Historic town.

‘Policy 3.6 Support new development which enhances the setting of Carrick-on-Suir
town centre, including its architectural and historical heritage and character, and facilitates
compact growth, high quality urban design, connectivity and active travel as opportunities
arise’.

The Department advises that this text include ‘archaeological heritage’.

4.3 Tourism Strategy

‘Objective 4F Work with project partners, including Failte Ireland and the OPW to develop
the Ormond Castle Quarter, new visitor accommodation and cultural activities to support the
tourism industry in the town’.

The Department advises that Ormond Castle is a National Monument that is in the ownership
of the Minister of Housing, Local Government and Housing. The Department advises that the
Minister be included as a named project partner for any works to Ormond Castle.
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The Department also advises that any works to Ormond Castle shall be subject to Ministerial
Consent under Section 14 of the National Monuments Act 1930 (and Amendments).

‘Objective 4L Build synergies between Carrick-on-Suir and the tourism assets of the
Munster Vales, the Butler Trail and Irelands Ancient East and promote and expand physical
and cultural tourism linkages with neighbouring areas and towns including the Walled Town
network’.

The Department advises that the ‘Irish Walled Town Network’ is the correct name.

7.2.3 Archaeology

Definition of archaeology and archaeological heritage

It is very important that the Local Area Plan’s archaeological policies and objectives be
informed by a clear understanding of the nature of archaeology and the archaeological
heritage, and it is recommended that a statement on this be included in the section on
archaeological heritage. The following is noted by way of assistance in drafting such text:

‘Archaeology is the study of past societies through their material remains and the evidence
of their environment. It is not restricted solely to ancient periods; it includes the study of
relatively recent societies through, for example, industrial and military sites. The
archaeological heritage is comprised of all material remains of past societies with the
potential to add to our knowledge of such societies. It therefore includes the remains of
features such as settlements, monuments, burials, ships and boats and portable objects of
all kinds, from the everyday to the very special. It also includes evidence of the environment
in which those societies lived.

Archaeological heritage occurs in all environments, urban and rural, upland and lowland,
grassland, tillage and forestry, inland and coastal, dryland, wetland (including peatlands) and
underwater (including watercourses, lakes and the sea). Archaeological heritage may exist
in the form of upstanding or visible remains, or as subsurface features with no surface
presentation. Given the above, archaeological heritage is present as yet unidentified in all
environments’.

There are 53 various recorded archaeological monuments in the Sites and Monuments
Record (SMR) within and around Carrick-on- Suir. Many of these recorded monuments are
also listed in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP), the statutory list of recorded
monuments established under Section 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act
1994.

SMR No Townland Monument Class ITM E ITM N

TS085-004--- | CARRICKBEG,TOWN | Historic town 640082 | 621751
- PARKS




TS085- TOWN PARKS Castle - Anglo-Norman | 640407 | 621664
004001- masonry castle
TS085- TOWN PARKS House - 16th century 640396 621689
004002-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Religious house - | 640410 621660
004003- Franciscan nuns (Poor

Clares)
TS085- CARRICKBEG Religious house - | 639816 621558
004004- Franciscan friars
TS085- CARRICKBEG Castle - unclassified 639817 621553
004005-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Church 639983 621825
004006-
TS085- TOWN Bridge 639832 621676
004007- PARKS,CARRICKBEG
TS085- TOWN PARKS Castle - tower house 639886 621842
004008-
TS085- TOWN PARKS House - 17th century 640249 621668
004009-
TS085- CARRICKBEG Church 639762 621414
004011-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Bawn 640412 621657
004013-
TS085- CARRICKBEG Graveslab 639803 621552
004014-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Architectural feature 639952 621812
004015-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Redundant record 639955 621841
004016-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639943 621812
004017-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639945 621811
004018-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639943 621812

004019-




TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639943 | 621813
004020-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639943 | 621814
004021-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Tomb - chest tomb 639944 | 621815
004022-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639944 | 621816
004023-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639944 | 621818
004024-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639946 | 621825
004025-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639946 | 621825
004026-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639973 | 621836
004027-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639974 | 621836
004028-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639975 | 621836
004029-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveslab 639987 | 621815
004030-
TS085- CARRICKBEG Graveyard 639762 | 621414
004031-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Town defences 640291 | 621842
004032-
TS085- CARRICKBEG Graveyard 639815 | 621538
004038-
TS085- CARRICKBEG Tomb - effigial 639837 | 621541
004039-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Wall monument 639984 | 621831
004040-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Graveyard 639974 | 621837
004041-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Crucifixion plaque 639973 | 621829

004042-




TS085- TOWN PARKS Stone sculpture 639978 | 621830
004043-

TS085-005--- | BALLYLYNCH Enclosure 642011 | 622479
TS085-006--- | TINHALLA House - 17th century 642422 | 621265
TS085- CREHANAGH NORTH | Fulacht fia 641750 | 621140
007001-

TS085- CREHANAGH NORTH | Fulacht fia 641770 | 621103
007002-

TS085- CREHANAGH NORTH | Fulacht fia 641701 | 621065
007003-

TS085- CREHANAGH NORTH | Fulacht fia 641748 | 621024
007004-

TS085-017--- | CARRICKBEG Fulacht fia 640726 | 621026
TS085-018--- | CREHANAGH NORTH | Fulacht fia 641078 | 621033
TS085-019--- | CREHANAGH NORTH | Fulacht fia 641204 | 621029
TS085-020--- | CREHANAGH NORTH | Fulacht fia 641335 | 621015
TS085-021--- | CREHANAGH NORTH | Fulacht fia 641507 | 621032
TS085-022--- | TINHALLA Fulacht fia 641915 | 620968
TS085-024--- | CARRICKBEG Bullaun stone (present | 640029 | 621433
- location)

WAO003-072-- | CARRICKBEG Standing stone 640388 | 620855
WAO003-087-- | CARRICKBEG Standing stone 640242 | 620995
WAOQ003-092-- | CARRICKBEG Boundary stone 639493 | 620960
SMR No Townland Monument Class X y




TS085-004--- | CARRICKBEG,TOWN | Historic town 640082 | 621751
- PARKS
TS085- TOWN PARKS Castle - Anglo-Norman | 640407 | 621664
004001- masonry castle
TS085- TOWN PARKS House - 16th century 640396 | 621689
004002-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Religious house - | 640410 | 621660
004003- Franciscan nuns (Poor

Clares)
TS085- CARRICKBEG Religious house - | 639816 | 621558
004004- Franciscan friars
TS085- CARRICKBEG Castle - unclassified 639817 | 621553
004005-
TS085- TOWN PARKS Church 639983 | 621825
004006-

The highest level of protection for recorded monuments is afforded to ‘National Monuments’,
i.e. monuments that ‘the preservation of which is a matter of national importance by reason
of the historical, architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest attaching
thereto...’and in the ownership or guardianship of the Minister or Local Authority Works within
the curtilage would be subject to the approval of a Section 14 Ministerial Consent.

Ormond Castle (TS-085-004001 & 002) is a National Monument (National Monument No.
447) under the ownership of the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

The Town Walls (TS-085 — 004032) are a National Monument under the ownership of the
Local Authority.

The Department notes that there is no specific policy on archaeological monuments listed in
the RMP in the Written Statement.

8.5 Flood Risk Management

The Department advises that the bridge from South Quay to North Quaty is a recorded
monument listed in the RMP: “TS085-004007- Bridge._This bridge crosses the River Suir and
connects Carrick-on-Suir with Carrickbeg, running from Bridge Street in the former to Abbey
Hill in the latter. There are records of pontage grants made in 1343 to 1356 (Bradley 1985,
41) and portions of the bridge possibly date from this time. The present eight arch structure
has been dated to 1447.



The Department recommends the following policy in relation to Flood Risk Management:

e To ensure that all aspects of archaeological heritage and underwater cultural
heritage, in all environments, are considered in the development process, including
impacts on elements of the archaeological and underwater cultural heritage.

Recommended development control objectives and policies:

e Proposed developments in areas of the marine environment or inland waterways for
which there are no located wrecks may be considered to be areas of high
archaeological potential due to the number of historic ship losses recorded for these
areas over time or areas that have a record for locations of archaeological objects in
the past, such as those from the River Suck. Therefore, developments in riverine,
lacustrine, intertidal and sub-tidal environments of archaeological potential should be
subject to an underwater archaeological impact assessment, which should in general
be carried out before any grant of permission.

You may also wish to refer to the Department’s ‘Archaeology and Flood Relief Schemes
Guidelines’ (2023).

More information can be found here:

https://www.archaeoloqy.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/archaeology-and-flood-
relief-schemes-quidelines-nms-2023.pdf

Additional information

The following is provided for information on the detail of current national archaeological
heritage protection and policy.

Recommended over-arching objective for the protection of the archaeological heritage

Archaeological heritage is addressed in the Draft Plan, and it is hoped that the following
points will add more detail to the existing policies and objectives.

It is recommended that an objective of the planning authority should be to protect in an
appropriate manner all elements of the archaeological heritage and other features of the
following categories:

a) Sites and monuments included in the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) as
maintained by the National Monuments Service of the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage;

b) Monuments and Places included in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) as
established under section 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994;
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¢) Historic monuments and archaeological areas included in the Register of Historic
Monuments as established under section 5 of the National Monuments (Amendment)
Act 1987,

d) National monuments subject to Preservation Orders under the National Monuments
Acts 1930 to 2014 and National Monuments which are in the ownership or
guardianship of the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage or a local
authority;

e) Archaeological objects within the meaning of the National Monuments Acts;

f)  Wrecks protected under the National Monuments Acts 1930 to 2014 or otherwise
included in the Wreck Viewer/Wreck Inventory of Ireland Database maintained by the
National Monuments Service of the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage;

g) Where, under Section 3 of the National Monuments (Amend.) Act 1987 a place on,
in or under the seabed (of the territorial waters) or land covered by water where a
wreck or an archaeological object lies or formally lay;

h) Archaeological features not as yet identified but which may be impacted on by
development.

In securing such protection, both generally and in the context of any particular planning
decision, the planning authority shall take full account of, and be guided by, national policy
on the protection of the archaeological heritage as set out in the Framework and Principles
for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Government of Ireland 1999). Any specific
recommendations made by the Government Minister responsible for the protection of the
archaeological heritage, as a statutory consultee in the planning process, shall be given full
consideration by the planning authority.

The planning authority shall protect the archaeological heritage through ensuring
preservation in-situ or preservation by record, as appropriate, with preservation in-situ being
the first option to be considered being presumed to be the preferred option. If preservation
in-situ cannot be achieved, or can only be achieved in-part, then preservation by record of
the archaeological heritage will be required—this will require the full archaeological
excavation and recording of the monument/site, according to best professional practice.
Where excavation is required this shall also include the preparation of appropriate reports,
post-excavation analyses and publications. The costs of assessing and mitigating
archaeological impacts will be considered to be part of development costs which are
appropriate to be borne by the developer.

Recommended further objectives and policies to protect the archaeological heritage

e To protect and enhance archaeological monuments, historic wrecks and
archaeological objects and their settings and amenities, having particular regard to
the importance of historic graveyards, national monuments in the
ownership/guardianship of the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
or the Local Authority and, in general, monuments, historic wrecks, and



archaeological objects which, through their presence in the landscape or seascape,
provide tangible evidence of the past;

To promote and facilitate appropriate forms of access (including but not limited to
educational and disabled access for example) to archaeological monuments and
historic wrecks, including maintaining or developing means of access (including
working with landowners to secure appropriate access over private lands), providing
appropriate, accurate signage and interpretive material and providing appropriate
forms of virtual access where physical access is not possible;

To ensure that all aspects of archaeological heritage and underwater cultural
heritage, in all environments, are considered in the development process, including
impacts on unidentified elements of the archaeological and underwater cultural
heritage;

To promote knowledge and appreciation of archaeological and underwater cultural
heritage and facilitate access to appropriate guidance regarding its protection and
conservation, including at all stages of the development process (including pre-
planning application consultations);

To promote early and comprehensive public access to the results of archaeological
excavations carried out as a result of development or conservation projects through
publications and the provision of on-site interpretive material even where no physical
remains are visible;

To support community initiatives and projects regarding preservation, presentation
and access to archaeological heritage and underwater cultural heritage, provided
such are compatible with appropriate conservation policies and standards, having
regard to the guidance and advice of the Department of Housing, Local Government
and Heritage;

It would be general policy that developments will not be permitted which would result
in the removal of archaeological monuments with above ground features/surface
expression. This will be especially the case in relation to archaeological monuments
which form significant features in the landscape, whether or not visible from public
spaces;

If preservation in-situ cannot be achieved, or can only be achieved in-part, then
preservation by record of the archaeological heritage will be required;

To secure the preservation in-situ of historic wrecks, and where this is not possible,
their preservation by record;

To ensure that provision is made in the planning process ensuring the preservation
in-situ of significant medieval masonry remains found during the course of a
development and (where practicable) the presentation of such remains as part of
completed developments;

To secure the preservation in-situ of surviving above-ground urban medieval and
early modern structures, by ensuring that permission for a development does not



result in the loss of the remains of such structures which may survive within buildings
which are, or appear to be, of later date;

To secure the preservation in-situ of significant examples of industrial, military and
nautical/maritime heritage that form part of our post-medieval archaeological
heritage, and examples of which may date from periods up to and including the
twentieth century;

To preserve the setting and amenity of all archaeological monuments, with particular
regard for upstanding monuments, by ensuring that development in the vicinity of
these archaeological monuments is not detrimental to their character or setting by
reason of the development’s location, scale, bulk or detailing;

To preserve means of access to monuments currently accessible to the public and
to develop further and better access to monuments, including as part of the design
of development in their vicinity (where appropriate);

To retain the existing street layout, historic building lines, and traditional plot widths
where these derive from medieval or other origins within towns or villages;

To protect historic graveyards, including through the avoidance of extensions to them
where this would have an inappropriate level of impact on sub-surface archaeological
remains or on their setting or amenity and, in that regard, as an alternative to
extensions to historic graveyards to endeavour to find alternative locations where
additional land for burial is considered necessary;

To ensure that historic graveyards in the ownership or care of the Local Authority are
managed and maintained in accordance with appropriate conservation standards
and that local communities involved in care and maintenance of historic graveyards
receive appropriate advice regarding such standards;

To ensure that landscapes of particular historic or archaeological interest or
significance are appropriately considered as part of a landscape character
assessment, and to ensure the continued preservation of the character, interest and
amenity of such landscapes;

To ensure that in appropriate cases developments include as a long-term measure
appropriate interpretive material regarding the archaeological features identified or
uncovered in the course of development or pre-development work, whether or not
such features have been preserved in-situ or are themselves presented;

To ensure that all signage placed at or near archaeological monuments is appropriate
in design, form, and accuracy of content;

To support the incorporation of monuments into designated open spaces and public
amenity spaces, provided this is done in a manner compatible with the protection and
proper management and conservation of the monument in question, in particular
through ensuring that such monuments are not left vulnerable, e.g. to erosion or to
becoming the focus of vandalism or anti-social behaviour, or are not left or allowed
to deteriorate to a condition incompatible with public safety. Accordingly, where such



incorporation takes place an appropriate and enforceable permanent management
and conservation plan will be required.

Recommended development control objectives and policies:

That proposed developments which may, due to their location, size, or nature, have
implications for elements of the archaeological heritage (including the underwater
cultural heritage) be subject to an archaeological assessment, which should in
general be carried out before any grant of permission. Such developments include
those that are located at or close to archaeological sites or monuments or historic
wrecks, those which are extensive in terms of area (ground disturbance of 1/2
hectare or more) or length (1km or more) even if no known elements of the
archaeological heritage are present, those which would affect significant areas of
environments such as wetlands, reclaimed areas of rivers, lakes and coastlines and
underwater areas even if no known elements of the archaeological heritage are
present, and any developments that require the carrying out of Environmental Impact
Assessment;

Proposed developments in areas of the marine environment or inland waterways for
which there are no located wrecks may be considered to be areas of high
archaeological potential due to the number of historic ship losses recorded for these
areas over time or areas that have a record for locations of archaeological objects in
the past, such as those from the River Suck. Therefore, developments in riverine,
lacustrine, intertidal and sub-tidal environments of archaeological potential should be
subject to an underwater archaeological impact assessment, which should in general
be carried out before any grant of permission;

To ensure that archaeological assessment is carried out in accordance with relevant
policies and standards, in particular those set out in the Framework and Principles
for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Government of Ireland 1999) and
the Policy and Guidelines on Archaeological Excavation (Government of Ireland
1999) and the advice in particular cases of the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage, with all relevant techniques (including documentary
research, aerial photographic research, geophysical survey and archaeological test
excavation) being required as appropriate. This will also include, in appropriate
cases, the carrying out of building surveys and assessments of upstanding structures
to determine the extent to which they are, or contain within them, structures of
medieval or early modern date;

To ensure that all planning applications for developments of categories set out above
are referred to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, through
its Development Applications Unit, that such referrals take place in due time and that
full account is taken of the recommendations made by the Department;

To ensure that all such assessments are carried out by professionally qualified and
experienced personnel;



That permission for proposed development will be refused where the development
cannot be carried out in a manner compatible with the protection of the
archaeological heritage as provided for in the policies and objectives contained in the
development plan and in relevant national policies, in particular the Framework and
Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Government of Ireland
1999);

That where permission is granted for proposed development such grants of
permission will contain appropriate conditions to secure the protection of the
archaeological heritage, either by preservation in-situ or, where impact cannot be
avoided, by way of preservation by record. In imposing such conditions, the planning
authority will act in accordance with relevant policies and standards, in particular the
Framework and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage
(Government of Ireland 1999) and the Policy and Guidelines on Archaeological
Excavation (Government of Ireland 1999), and be guided in particular cases by the
advice of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. Such
conditions may require, as appropriate, archaeological assessment, preservation in-
situ, preservation by record and/or archaeological monitoring as well as post-
excavation conservation, analysis and reporting;

That where preservation in-situ is required as a condition, further conditions may
require appropriate immediate and long term conservation and management of the
archaeological features in question and long term monitoring of the effectiveness of
conservation measures, with appropriate steps required to be taken in the event
conservation measures are proving in-effective;

That where preservation by record is required as a condition, such conditions will
further require preparation of appropriate follow-up reports, analyses and
publications and the conservation as necessary of archaeological material and
objects recovered during the archaeological excavations as carried out;

That where permission is granted conditions may require presentation to the public
of archaeological features preserved in-situ on the site, where practicable, and/or
provision of interpretive material at the site (including on a permanent basis) whether
or not any features have been preserved in-situ;

That where archaeological excavation is required as a condition of permission,
further conditions may be imposed requiring the provision of public access to such
excavations, subject to appropriate safeguards;

That where conditions are imposed for the protection or preservation of the
archaeological heritage, these will make clear that the costs of implementing these
are to be borne by the developer.



Recommended climate change policies and objectives for archaeological heritage

It is noted that climate change and its impacts on the archaeological resource has been
considered in the Draft Plan The following further recommendations are made for climate
change policy objectives:

e To promote awareness and the appropriate adaptation of Ireland’s built and
archaeological heritage to deal with the effects of climate change;

e To identify the built and archaeological heritage in Local Authority ownership and
areas at risk from climate change including, but not necessarily restricted to, the
Record of Monuments and Places, protected structures and architectural
conservation areas designated in the local area plan and county development plan;

e To undertake climate change vulnerability assessments for the historic structures,
sites and wrecks in its area;

e To develop disaster risk reduction policies addressing direct and indirect risks to the
built and archaeological heritage (including underwater cultural heritage) in its area;

e To develop resilience and adaptation strategies for the built and archaeological
heritage (including underwater cultural heritage) in its area;

e To develop the skills capacity within the Local Authority to address
adaptation/mitigation/emergency management issues affecting historic structures
and sites in order to avoid inadvertent loss or damage in the course of climate change
adaptation or mitigation works.

Overview of policy context

The drafting of a number of key national policy documents pertaining to archaeology and
built heritage, including Heritage Ireland 2030, the Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan
for the Built and Archaeological Heritage (published in 2019), the Built Vernacular Strategy
(published in 2021) and the National Policy on Architecture (2022), provide the context for
this response. The Department welcomes where possible that the policies and objectives of
these core documents be inserted into future development plans. The Department notes that
research into the symbiotic relationship between cultural heritage and the biodiversity
provides opportunities to build capacity as per the National Biodiversity plan 2017-2021
actions and to focus not just on protection but also on the conservation/restoration of
diminishing or under threat cultural assets i.e. the archaeological and built heritage of the
county.

The development of these new policy documents, position archaeology and built heritage as
a central and integrated theme within all government policy, planning and funding
frameworks. These new policies are of strategic importance in terms of our alignment with
EU policies and funding programmes ensuring resilience in the face of significant challenges
particularly the impacts of Brexit, climate change and the COVID 19 pandemic. The
Department recognises that this is an important time to be working collaboratively and
strategically with Local Authorities particularly with regard to vulnerable built and



archaeological heritage sites, the safeguarding of vacant buildings and the
promoting/enabling reuse and repurposing of existing cultural assets. In this regard the
Department notes the importance of new areas of interest including our built vernacular
architecture and its setting both rural and urban, and the protection and potential of planned
and designed landscapes for recreational and amenity purposes.

The Programme for Government supports the 17 No. Sustainable Development Goals
adopted by the United Nations and built on the principle of ‘leaving no one behind’. Cultural
and natural heritage as part of the wider built environment is represented by Goal No. 11—
make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. Targets to be
achieved are wide-ranging including the adoption and implementation of integrated policies
and plans towards ‘inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to climate
change, resilience to disasters and implement holistic disaster risk management at all levels’,
whilst targets for cultural and natural heritage are focused on strengthening its protection.

The Department welcomes the opportunity for making cultural heritage more accessible and
better integrated with wider tourism and recreational opportunities of the county. This will be
strategically important to enhancing as well as spreading the tourism capacity through the
county’s heritage sites and historic towns. The Department supports the integration and
communication of multiple strands of cultural and natural heritage, particularly through the
implementation of blue and green infrastructural projects that holistically deal with all aspects
of archaeological, built and natural heritage. By delivering high quality renewal and
enhancement to existing places the social, environmental and economic objectives for
sustainable development of communities will be met and cultural heritage significance,
conservation best practice, preservation and protection of biodiversity of these places will be
raised in general to the benefit of all.

You are requested to send further communications to the Development Applications Unit
(DAU) at manager.dau@npws.gov.ie, or to the address below.

Is mise le meas,

Diarmuid Buttimer
Development Applications Unit
Administration
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